
The bush plane landed on a small dirt runway 
somewhere deep in the Amazon rain forest.
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AMAZON DREAMS

I didn’t know that my life was about 
to change. You may be wondering, what’s a 
corporate guy like me doing in the jungle? It 
was my 50th birthday gift from my wife, Janet. 
I had no idea what to expect, but she helped 
make my dream come true. 

I went with a group called the Pachamama 
Alliance to stay with a 
tribe of indigenous people 
called the Achuar. The 
Achuar invited us into their 
world to share their way of 
life. Their Shaman had a 
dream that their only hope 
for survival was by making contact with those 
that are threatening their way of life. They are 
a dream tribe, living their life based on their 
dreams. They told us, “you people of the north 
dream of cars, big houses, and big businesses, 
so this is what you get, but you people forget 
that it all comes with consequences.” It is these 
consequences that are threatening their way of 
life, as well as ours. They believe if we could see 
how they live and see what the rain forest gives 
them, then we might be able to reconnect with 
Mother Earth and change our dream. 

I told the Shaman it is so easy for me to feel 
helpless with all that is happening in the world. 
He replied, “It is simple, the world can change 
in one generation if you teach your children a 
new dream.” It really is that simple. Teach our 
children a dream built on respect and love for 
our planet. Teach them that we are the world. 
What we do to the world, we do to ourselves.  
I believe this new dream is already happening. 
I see the dream awake and alive in so many 
younger people, including my grandchildren.  
The Shaman also said “it is time for our two 
worlds to come together. Together we can re-
make the world if we marry the genius of the 
human mind, with the wisdom of the human 
heart.” I have finally found another passion and 
purpose in my life besides kneepads. 

Months after returning, Janet and I commis-
sioned an artist from Florida, Peter Otfinski, to 
create a sculpture based on a dream Janet had. 
She dreamed of a small child holding up the 
world. The sculpture represents our belief that 
we are one with the World and it’s time for each 
of us to “Be” Green. She will continually help 
remind us to develop products that will not harm 
our world. 

For years, Tommyco has manufactured 
lightweight kneepads using environmentally 
friendly NitroFoam™. NitroFoam™ is injected and 
expanded by way of nitrogen in order to produce 
toxin free foam. Most of our competition copied 
our foam kneepads; however, they are using 
inexpensive EVA foam. EVA foam is expanded 
by way of chemicals releasing toxins into the 
environment for years. NitroFoam™ is good,  
but our dream is to do much better for the 
future. We intend to create a bio-degradable 
kneepad that can be composted and decom-
pose within a year. After numerous attempts to 
work with bio-plastic labs around the world, we 
have finally convinced two of them to take on 
our challenge. At the show we intend to have 
samples of our new corn starch based ex-
panded foam and bio-degradable hook and loop 
which is the first step to creating our dream. 

Our “Be” Green sculpture will be on 
display in our booth (33924) and we 
welcome all to stop by. We believe in 
order to move forward it is vital to be 
open and share our earth friendly ideas 
with each other, so please come and 
join in the dialogue. We challenge our 
competitors to do the same.

Tommy Lesosky
President, Tommyco

Tommyco 
supports the 
Pachamama 
Alliance who’s 
mission is to 
preserve the 
Earth’s tropical 
rainforests by 
empowering the 
indengenous 
people who 
are its natural 
custodians.


